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Diocese	of	johannesburg	anglican	church

The	Anglican	Church	of	Southern	Africa's	Diocese	of	Johannesburg	was	established	in	1922	from	the	southern	part	of	Pretoria.	Initially	covering	all	of	Transvaal's	south	region,	it	now	consists	only	of	Gauteng	province's	central	area.	The	Cathedral	Church	of	Saint	Mary	the	Virgin	serves	as	its	cathedral.	The	diocese	headquarters	and	bishop's	office	are
located	at	St	Joseph's	Diocesan	Centre	in	Sophiatown,	Johannesburg.	It	oversees	several	schools	and	parishes,	including	76	total	parishes.	In	1922,	the	diocese	adopted	a	coat	of	arms,	which	was	formally	granted	by	the	College	of	Arms	in	1949	and	registered	with	the	Bureau	of	Heraldry	in	1964.	The	arms	feature	a	heart	pierced	by	a	sword,
surrounded	by	an	episcopal	mitre.	As	part	of	its	90th	anniversary	celebration,	a	sermon	was	delivered	on	June	24,	2012.	The	scripture	readings	included	2	Samuel	5:1-12,	2	Corinthians	5:18-6:2,	and	Mark	4:35-41.	This	Diocese	has	witnessed	numerous	events	like	those	faced	by	Jesus'	disciples	in	a	turbulent	boat,	where	they	desperately	sought	instant
relief	and	feared	being	abandoned	by	their	Lord.	However,	upon	reflection,	it	becomes	clear	that	Jesus	was	indeed	present	with	them,	guiding	them	through	the	storm.	The	people	of	the	Diocese	of	Johannesburg	express	their	heartfelt	gratitude	for	the	courage	and	strength	imparted	to	them	during	these	challenging	times.	From	an	outside
perspective,	the	rest	of	the	Anglican	Church	of	Southern	Africa	joins	in	celebrating	the	90th	birthday	of	this	esteemed	leader.	They	acknowledge	the	remarkable	contributions	made	by	individuals	from	this	Diocese	who	have	made	a	profound	impact	on	the	Province	and	the	global	Anglican	Communion.	These	notable	figures	include	courageous
Bishops	like	Geoffrey	Clayton	and	Desmond	Tutu,	as	well	as	others	who	have	excelled	in	various	fields	such	as	politics,	business,	academia,	and	civil	society.	The	celebration	extends	beyond	personal	achievements	to	express	gratitude	for	God's	steadfast	presence	throughout	history.	As	they	face	an	uncertain	future,	the	reassurance	of	Jesus'	words
echoes	through	their	hearts:	"Do	not	be	afraid;	I	will	always	be	with	you."	As	we	strive	to	uplift	the	systems	we're	championing,	it's	imperative	that	freedom	doesn't	devolve	into	reckless	self-interest	and	greed.	Time	and	again,	we've	seen	how	narrow-minded	pursuits	have	led	people	astray	from	the	vision	that	drove	countless	individuals	to	dedicate
their	lives	to	a	higher	cause.	So,	what's	our	answer?	We	must	all	become	'ambassadors	for	Christ',	regardless	of	whether	we're	clergy	or	laypeople,	and	regardless	of	where	we	find	ourselves	–	within	the	community	of	faith	or	in	the	world	at	large.	Our	primary	task	is	to	share	Christ	with	others,	enabling	them	to	encounter	him	and	find	answers	to
life's	pressing	questions.	This	'ministry	of	all	believers'	requires	every	Christian	to	be	centered	on	Jesus	and	armed	with	the	'weapons	of	righteousness',	as	described	by	St	Paul	–	purity,	knowledge,	patience,	kindness,	holiness	of	spirit,	genuine	love,	truthful	speech,	and	the	power	of	God.	These	tools	will	aid	us	in	combating	poverty,	greed,	and
exploitation.	Perhaps	our	efforts	will	manifest	through	initiatives	like	the	Vuleka	schools	or	partnerships	with	other	organizations,	such	as	'the	Archbishop's	Global	Economic	Indaba',	which	aims	to	create	a	global	network	for	economic	emancipation	and	empowerment	of	the	poor.	Locally,	we	have	programs	like	Y-AGE,	where	Hope	Africa	is
collaborating	with	the	Department	of	Economic	Development	and	private	sector	partners	to	train	and	mentor	young	entrepreneurs	in	Gauteng.	We	must	also	leverage	our	personal	connections	–	through	work,	schools,	communities,	or	wherever	life	takes	us	–	to	bridge	the	chasm	between	rich	and	poor.	Remembering	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord	over	all,
we	have	a	daily	opportunity	to	share	in	his	salvation,	experience	his	promise,	and	know	his	presence	amidst	the	turmoil.	The	Diocese	of	Johannesburg	and	the	Creative	Commons	License	This	text	is	licensed	under	a	Creative	Commons	Attribution-ShareAlike	4.0	International	License.	For	the	best	viewing	experience,	please	enable	HTML5	Video.	You
can	copy,	share,	or	redistribute	this	content	for	any	purpose	without	obtaining	permission	from	the	licensor.	However,	you	must	provide	attribution	to	the	original	author	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made.	The	Creative	Commons	license	does	not	restrict	others	from	using	the	material	in	certain	ways.	For	example,	it	allows	for	the	use	of	elements
that	are	already	in	the	public	domain	or	where	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	permits.	The	Diocese	of	Johannesburg	is	a	non-metropolitan	diocese	of	the	Anglican	Church	of	Southern	Africa.	It	was	formed	in	1922	and	comprises	the	central	part	of	Gauteng	province.	The	cathedral	of	the	Diocese	of	Johannesburg	is	the	Cathedral	Church	of	Saint
Mary	the	Virgin,	and	its	headquarters	are	located	at	St	Joseph's	Diocesan	Centre	in	Sophiatown,	Johannesburg.	The	diocese	oversees	several	schools	and	has	a	total	of	76	parishes.	Its	coat	of	arms	was	granted	by	the	College	of	Arms	in	1949	and	registered	at	the	Bureau	of	Heraldry	in	1964.
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